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Directions to the 

Mahaffey Theater 

Take I-275 (south from Tampa, north from     
Bradenton/Sarasota) to exit 22 (I-175). 

 
Follow Route I-175 (it will become  

5th Avenue South) to 1st Street South. 
 

The Mahaffey Theater will be in front of you.   
1st Street South and 2nd Street South are       

two-way streets. 
 

Follow the directions given by the  
parking attendants. 

Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts, Inc. is committed to supporting and presenting all genres of the Performing 

Arts at The Mahaffey Theater and throughout the St. Petersburg, Florida area; funding arts education for school 

children and providing its member patrons with unequaled services, entertainment, and cultural experiences. 

How to Reach Us 

Class Acts, Mahaffey Theater 
400 1st Street South 

St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4346 
Attn: Class Acts/Perkins Elementary School 

 
Pony Route #3 

 
Phone: (727)892-5800  

Fax: (727)892-5770 
 

An electronic version of this guide can be found at 
stpeteclassacts.com. 

This project is sponsored in part by the Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts 

and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. (Section 286.25, Florida Statutes) 

http://stpeteclassacts.com/


About Giving Tree Music 

 
Giving Tree Music has been  

traveling across the United States 
making music and building  

community for over 20 years!  We 
started out making and selling our 

custom hand drums at festivals and 
art shows.  At these festivals, we 
would bring groups of strangers  
together to play our drums, and 

they would leave as friends! 
 

People connect through music! 
 

We visit corporate groups, schools, 
youth detention centers, special 
needs groups, seniors, and faith 

based groups. 
 

We are looking forward to  
drumming with ¸h¦ very soon! 

 
Steve Turner  

Giving Tree Music 
 

from givingtreemusic.com 
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Building  
Community  

Through  
Human  

Empowerment  
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The Drum Making Process with Giving Tree   
Music and Claxton Elementary 

 
Giving Tree Music with PARC 

 
Giving Tree Music at Lagniappe Academy 

https://www.givingtreemusic.com/home.html
https://www.givingtreemusic.com/home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvOsrWT_y5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvOsrWT_y5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSd8C-jUrYE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcBoxfFFZjE&list=PLVz1cziwZO7bnSfoInaSAHefR0bRe7JD5&index=13


Before the Show 

What is Community?  
According to Merriam Webster, a community is defined as a unified body of individuals.  

This can be a group with common interests, common characteristics, or a  
common history. 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚ /Ƙŀƭƪ ¢ŀƭƪ 

aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ  Chart paper, markers, crayons, pencils, Chalk Talk visible thinking routine 
 
tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΥ 
мΦ Write the following questions separately on chart paper: What is community?, What 

does it mean to be empowered?, What is creative Expression?  For younger grades    
(K-2), revise the questions to make the language more grade level appropriate, for 
example: What is Community?, What does it mean to be creative?, How does music 
make you feel? 

2. Break the class into three small groups and assign each group to one of the chart    
papers.  Make sure each student has something to write with.  For kindergarten and 
1st grade, you can create a class chart for each question over the course of            
several days. 

3. Ask students to respond in writing to the question on the chart paper by thinking of                  
the following: 

  What ideas come to mind when you think of this question? 
  What connections can you make to othersΩ responses? 

  What questions do you have after reading what othersΩ have written? 
4. Allow students five minutes at each chart paper to respond in writing to the question 

and othersΩ responses.   
5. Rotate the groups through all of the charts allowing them time to respond in writing 

to each question and othersΩ responses. 
6. Allow the groups some time at their original chart to see what others have said and 

to share out the thinking that was written on the chart.  Have a discussion about the 
ideas on the charts and how they connect to a healthy, balanced community. 

7. Save these charts for discussion after the drum circle. 
 
To see the Chalk Talk visible thinking routine in action go to http://www.rcsthinkfromthemiddle.com/chalk-talk.html. 

 

http://www.santeesd.net/cms/lib/CA01000468/Centricity/Domain/12/VT_ChalkTalk.pdf
http://www.rcsthinkfromthemiddle.com/chalk-talk.html


Before the Show 
Theater etiquette is an important part of attending a live stage production. So that all     
patrons have an enjoyable experience at the theater, please share these guidelines with 
your students prior to attending the performance.  Remind students to be respectful of the 

performers and other audience members by engaging in responsible behavior. 
 

¶ You agree to be on time. Theater is great! It's live! It happens in the moment. You can't    
rewind it. You are an important part of the show and you need to be there from the very 
beginning. The actors are there, so you need to be there, too. Arriving 20 minutes before 
show time is the standard rule.  

 
¶ You agree to use the restroom before the show starts to avoid getting up and disrupting 

the performance while it's happening. Once a class is seated, you may visit the restroom 
in small groups prior to show time. Young students must be escorted.  

 
¶ You agree not to talk or whisper during the show. If you whisper to your friends during the 

show, you disrupt those around you, and quite possibly the actors. And, you might                  
miss something!  

 
¶ You agree to participate. This includes laughing at appropriate times, clapping in              

appreciation for the things and actors you like, and doing other things when invited by the 
actors to do so. It also means paying attention to what's going on by listening and      
watching closely.  

 
¶ You agree to turn off all cell phones and other gadgets that may make noise during          

the show.  
 
¶ You agree not to take pictures or use recording devices of any kind during the show. The        

material performed on stage is copyrighted material, and therefore protected under              
copyright law from reproduction of any kind without written permission. In addition, the       
Mahaffey Theater is a union house, and union rules prohibit the use of photography and         
recording devices without prior consent.  

 
¶ Finally, you agree to give the actors a full curtain call . A curtain call is the actors' final bow 

at the end of the performance. It's your opportunity to show your appreciation for what 
they've shared with you. Please wait until all the actors have taken their final bow before 
exiting the theater. The ushers will assist you in finding the best route out of theater!  



After the Show 

Community, Empowerment, and Music  
 

!ƭƭ DǊŀŘŜ [ŜǾŜƭǎτY-мн 
¶ Return to the charts you created before the show and review them.   
¶ Now, you will use the visible thinking routine I Used to ThinkΧ Now I ThinkΧ. 
¶ Have students divide a paper in half.  On one half write I Used to Think.  On the other half write 

Now I Think. 
¶ Have students reflect on the drumming experience using these phrases as a guide.  What did you 

used to think about community, empowerment, creativity, and music?  How has your thinking 
changed since participating in the drum circle? 

¶ Have students share their thinking with a partner, small group, or whole group. 
¶ Have students discuss how participating in the drum circle could help build a healthy community at 

school or in the local community. 
 

9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎτDǊŀŘŜǎ Y-р 
¶ Set up an area in the classroom where students can experiment with making their own instruments 

out of recycled materials.  Allow students to play their instruments to begin morning meeting or to 
close out the end of the school day to help build community in the classroom. 

¶  Allow students to develop rhythmic patterns that they can teach others during recess or at morning 
meeting. 

¶ Have students teach others through a presentation about one of the following ideas or allow       
students to come up with their own ideas to present:  

The health benefits of being involved in a healthy community. 
What it means to be empowered. 

Why being balanced helps with personal health. 
The benefits of citizens coming together as a community. 

 
aƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎτDǊŀŘŜǎ с-мн 

¶ Watch Steve TurnerΩs Tedx Youth@TampaBay talk (found on YouTube).  Reflect on what he means 
by άrhythm as a vehicle for change.έ  What is something you want to change?  What would be your 
vehicle for change?  Create your own TedTalk that centers around the phrase άψψψψψψψψψ as a        
vehicle for change.έ  Record and present your TedTalk to your peers. 

¶ Have students teach others through a presentation about one of the following ideas or allow        
students to come up with their own ideas to present:  

The health benefits of being involved in a healthy community. 
What it means to be empowered. 

Why being balanced helps with personal health. 
The benefits of citizens coming together as a community. 

 

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03c_Core_routines/UsedToThink/UsedToThink_Routine.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qijGgV9tBzw&list=PLVz1cziwZO7bnSfoInaSAHefR0bRe7JD5&index=3


Florida Standards 

HE.K.P.7.1 Identify healthy practices and behaviors to maintain or improve personal health.  
SS.K.C.2.1 Demonstrate the characteristics of being a good citizen.  
MU.K.S.3.4 Imitate simple rhythm patterns played by the teacher or a peer.  
HE.1.P.8.1 Encourage others to make positive health choices.  
SS.1.C.2.3 Identify ways students can participate in the betterment of their school and community.  
MU.1.S.1.2 Create short melodic and rhythmic patterns based on teacher-established guidelines.  
HE.2.P.7.1 Demonstrate health behaviors to maintain or improve personal health.  
SS.2.C.2.4 Identify ways citizens can make a positive contribution in their community.  
MU.2.S.3.2 Play simple melodies and/or accompaniments on classroom instruments.  
HE.3.P.8.1 Promote positive behaviors to others.  
SS.3.C.2.1 Identify group and individual actions of citizens that demonstrate civility, cooperation, 
volunteerism, and other civic virtues.  
MU.3.S.2.1 Identify patterns in songs to aid the development of sequencing and memorization 
skills.  
HE.4.P.7.2 Discuss a variety of healthy practices and behaviors to maintain or improve personal 
health and reduce health risks.  
MU.4.S.1.2 Create melodic patterns using a variety of sound sources.  
HE.5.P.7.1 Model responsible personal health behaviors.  
SS.5.C.2.5 Identify ways good citizens go beyond basic civic and political responsibilities to improve 
government and society.  
MU.5.S.2.1 Use expressive elements and knowledge of musical structure to aid in sequencing and 
memorization and to internalize details of rehearsals and performance.  
HE.6.B.4.1 Determine strategies to improve effective verbal- and nonverbal-communication skills to 
enhance health.  
HE.7.P.7.2 Experiment with behaviors that will maintain or improve personal health and reduce 
health risks.  
HE.8.P.7.2 Apply healthy practices and behaviors that will maintain or improve personal health and 
reduce health risks.  
MU.68.S.1.3 Arrange a short musical piece by manipulating melody, form, rhythm, and/or voicing.  
HE.912.P.7.2 Evaluate healthy practices and behaviors that will maintain or improve health and     
reduce health risks.  
SS.912.C.2.8 Analyze the impact of citizen participation as a means of achieving political and social 
change.  
MU.912.S.1.1 Improvise rhythmic and melodic phrases over harmonic progressions.  
 
 
 
 

For more information about the Florida Standards, visit cpalms.org. 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/

