
Engage. 

Chicken Dance      

           On Demand! 

Curriculum aligned to the Florida Standards 

Educate. 

Entertain. 

Available through June 30, 2021.  Reservations are required. 



 
 
 
 

Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts, 
Inc. is committed to supporting and 

presenting all  genres of the         
Performing Arts at The Mahaffey 

Theater and throughout the            
St. Petersburg, Florida area; funding 

arts education for school children 
and providing its member patrons 

with unequaled services,                  
entertainment, and                            

cultural experiences. 
 

billedwardsfoundationforthearts.org 

How to Reach Us:  

Class Acts, Mahaffey Theater 

400 1st Street South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4346 

Attn: Class Acts/Perkins Elementary School 
Pony Route #3 

Phone: (727)892-5800 Fax: (727)892-5770 
 

An electronic version of this guide can be 
found at stpeteclassacts.com. 
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Free Virtual Performances for Your Students! 
 We here at the Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts are striving to engage, educate, and entertain our        
children during this unfortunate pandemic. Over the past 27 years, we have brought quality educational                 
programming to more than half a million students. Although we would rather present a live theater performance,  
we are excited to announce our On Demand Virtual Series available until June 30th, 2021.  
 You can select one or ALL five* in the series.  They will be FREE of charge and available for you and your       
students to watch whenever you want from January 15th through June 30th, 2021.  
           Your pARTner in education, 
           April Minor 
           Curator of Art and Education 
 
 

Reservations are a must to receive the link and unique password for each performance. 
Study guides supporting the Florida standards will be available on-line only. 

*First come first served, limited views for Chicken Dance and The Monster Who Ate My Peas.  
  Unlimited views for Harriet Tubman, The Little Red Hen and Jack and the Beanstalk 

On Demand! 

https://billedwardsfoundationforthearts.org/
http://stpeteclassacts.com/


Before the Show 

Welcome to ArtsPower Theatre on Demand! 
Before sharing Chicken Dance with students, make sure you log in to the show here and preview the 
format.  It is pictured below: 

ArtsPower has provided several engagements for before, during, and after the show. 

Their Study Buddy guides are available for each grade level: Pre-K/VPK, Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 
2nd grade.   

Feel free to move through the show and engagements as ArtsPower has presented or you can  follow 
our recommended order of engagements below and on the following pages. 

 

Class Acts recommends this order of engagements: 

Before the Show: 

 Animated Read-Along Video 

 Meet Tammy Sauer, Author of Chicken Dance Book 

During the Show: 

 Watch the Show—in parts with discussion questions OR 

 Watch Chicken Dance Full Musical and then discuss 

After the Show:  

 Grade level engagements aligned to the Florida Standards in this guide 

https://artspowerondemand.teachable.com/


Musical Summary for Educators 

ArtsPower National Touring Theatre’s Chicken Dance musical, 
based on the book by Tammi Sauer with illustrations by the 
2015 Caldecott Award winning artist Dan Santat, portrays the 
story of Marge and Lola, two friendly and determined      
chickens who set out to win the Barnyard Talent Show and its 
first prize: two tickets to see the famous rooster Elvis Poultry 
in concert.  
 
There is only one problem: Marge and Lola are unable to    
figure out their act for the talent show. 
 
Marge and Lola are not the only act vying for the first prize. 
Mac the Duck, the barnyard bully, is entered in the show and 
continually reminds his chicken friends that they have no 
chance of winning the contest.  
 
Elsie, the barnyard’s sweetest cow, decides that she, too, will 
compete in the talent show, even though she is painfully shy 
and struggles to summon the courage to compete in            
the contest. 
 
Entertaining scenes of Marge, Lola, their fellow talent show 
competitors, and the amazing Elvis Poultry, all in                   
eye-catching costumes and singing a rich musical score, are 
played out in front of a colorful barnyard set. 
 
Chicken Dance celebrates the power of perseverance to   
overcome insurmountable odds – and the local bully – in 
Marge and Lola’s long-shot attempt to win the talent show. 
 
 
 

About the Show 

Musical Summary to Read to Students 
 

We will be watching a performance, also known 
as a musical because it has songs and singing in 
it, based on the book “Chicken Dance.” This   
musical was recorded on video by ArtsPower 
National Touring Theatre, a theatre company 
that creates and tours shows that are usually 
performed on stages for children around the 
country. Because ArtsPower cannot travel with 
their shows because of the pandemic, they    
created a video of their musical, called Chicken 
Dance, for us to watch online. 
 
The main characters in the show are Marge and 
Lola, two friendly chickens who enter the     
Barnyard Talent Show with the hope of winning 
the first prize: two tickets to see the famous 
rooster Elvis Poultry in concert.  
 
There is only one problem: Marge and Lola just 
cannot figure out what their talent is. 
 
Marge and Lola are not the only ones trying to 
win the first prize. Mac the Duck, the barnyard 
bully, is also entered in the talent show. He likes 
to remind his chicken friends that they have no 
chance of winning the contest.  
 
Elsie, the barnyard’s sweetest cow, decides that 
she, too, will enter the talent show, even though 
she is very, very shy and scared to perform in 
the show. 
 
Chicken Dance has four actors in it and lots of 
music they sing and dance to. Watch the show 
carefully to see if you can figure who will win 
the Barnyard Talent Show! 



Chicken Dance Read Aloud 
Watch the video read aloud provided by ArtsPower.  Allow 
students to respond to the story via whole class or small 
group discussions or during independent practice time. 

Pre-K/VPK/Kindergarten: 

Identify the characters, setting, and major events in Chicken Dance. 

Retell the story through turn and talk or drawing/writing. 
 

1st Grade: 

Describe the characters, setting, and major events in Chicken Dance. 

Retell the story through turn and talk or drawing/writing and tell what 
the lesson is in the story. 
 

2nd Grade: 

Describe how the characters responded to the major events in       
Chicken Dance.   

Recount the story through turn and talk or drawing/writing and tell 
what the lesson is in the story. 

Before the Show 

Watch the Meet the        
Author video.  What         

questions would you ask 
Tammy Sauer? 



Theatre Etiquette 
The theatre experience is going to be very different this year!  Instead 
of gathering with hundreds of other students and teachers, you are    
going to have your own private viewing of a theatre production.   
 

Let’s remember some house rules for viewing a performance in our 
classrooms: 

• Listen and watch quietly so that you and others have a meaningful 
theatre experience. 

• Applaud when you like something that happened. 

• Be ready to respond to the performance after you see it. 

Before the Show 

Create Your Own 
What house rules should 
our class have to watch 

the performance? 



Pre-K and VPK 
Chicken Dance & Chicken Song 

Music Video 

Use the Learn the Chicken Dance and 
Learn the Chicken Song videos that are 
provided by ArtsPower.  Create a music 
video showing your dancing and      
singing skills. 

After the Show 

1st Grade 
I Choose Opinion Writing 

Determine which you liked better: the 
book version of Chicken Dance or the 
theatre version of Chicken Dance.  
Write an opinion piece that tells your 
opinion, gives reasons for the opinion, 
and has a sense of closure. 

Kindergarten 
My Favorite Opinion Writing 

Choose a favorite character or scene 
from the performance.  Use drawing 
and writing to describe the character 
or scene and tell why it was your        
favorite. 

2nd Grade 
Compare & Contrast: 

Book vs. Theatre Performance 

Compare and contrast the book        
version of Chicken Dance with the    
theatre performance of Chicken Dance.  
How are they similar?  How are they      
different?   

 

Extension: Write an opinion piece that 
tells which version you liked better. 



Florida Standards 

LAFS.K.RL.1.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key 
details.  
LAFS.K.RL.1.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story.  
LAFS.K.W.1.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or 
book (e.g., My favorite book is...).  
TH.K.C.2.1 Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about 
parts of the performance.  
LAFS.1.RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate                
understanding of their central message or lesson.  
LAFS.1.RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using 
key details.  
LAFS.1.W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name 
the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the 
opinion, and provide some sense of closure.  
TH.1.C.3.1 Share opinions about selected plays.  
LAFS.2.RL.1.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse      
cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
LAFS.2.RL.1.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 
challenges.  
LAFS.2.W.1.1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the     
opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and 
reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section.  
TH.2.S.1.3 Explain, using specific examples, why some individuals may or may 
not like a particular performance.  
 
For more information on the Florida Standards visit cpalms.org. 

https://www.cpalms.org/Public/

