Harriet Tubman and the
Underground
Railroad

Engage.

On Demand!
Educate.

Entertain.
Curriculum aligned to the Florida Standards
Available through June 30, 2021. Reservations are required.

On Demand!
Free Virtual Performances for Your Students!
We here at the Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts are striving to engage, educate, and entertain our
children during this unfortunate pandemic. Over the past 27 years, we have brought quality educational
programming to more than half a million students. Although we would rather present a live theater performance,
we are excited to announce our On Demand Virtual Series available until June 30 th, 2021.
You can select one or ALL five* in the series. They will be FREE of charge and available for you and your
students to watch whenever you want from January 15th through June 30th, 2021.
Your pARTner in education,
April Minor
Curator of Art and Education
Reservations are a must to receive the link and unique password for each performance.
Study guides supporting the Florida standards will be available on-line only.
*First come first served, limited views for Chicken Dance and The Monster Who Ate My Peas.
Unlimited views for Harriet Tubman, The Little Red Hen and Jack and the Beanstalk

How to Reach Us:

Class Acts, Mahaffey Theater
400 1st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4346
Attn: Class Acts/Perkins Elementary School
Pony Route #3
Phone: (727)892-5800 Fax: (727)892-5770

An electronic version of this guide can be
found at stpeteclassacts.com.

April Minor
Curator of Art & Education

Kim Dennison
Curriculum Research & Design

Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts,
Inc. is committed to supporting and
presenting all genres of the
Performing Arts at The Mahaffey
Theater and throughout the
St. Petersburg, Florida area; funding
arts education for school children
and providing its member patrons
with unequaled services,
entertainment, and
cultural experiences.
billedwardsfoundationforthearts.org

About the Show

Click the picture above to see a preview of the show.

Text in this guide used with permission from Virginia Repertory Theatre, Richmond, VA.

Before the Show
Building Background
Learn about Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad. Allow students
to ask questions, discuss what they find out, and share new knowledge.
Watch TED-Ed’s The Breathtaking Courage of Harriet Tubman.

Read biographies online and in the classroom:
• Meet Amazing Americans—Harriet Tubman from Library of Congress
America’s Story
• Harriet Tubman and Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad from the
National Park Service
• Classroom library biographies and library books
Visit the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Park:
• Harriet Tubman Visitor’s Center video
• National Park Service Photo Galleries
Read aloud Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story of the Underground Railroad if
you have a copy available (or use this video read aloud by RayReads).

Use visual primary sources from The Library of Congress. Use the See-ThinkWonder thinking routine from Project Zero to analyze images. What do you
see? What does that make you think? What are you wondering about?
Guide Writer’s Note:
There are many, many resources available to teachers and students to learn about Harriet Tubman
and her remarkable contributions to humanity and American history. Above are just a sampling for
students to build background prior to viewing the theatre performance. A Google search brings up a
plethora of resources. If you are interested in digging deeper into Harriet Tubman’s life, the
Underground Railroad, and slavery in America with your students, I highly suggest visiting the
Teaching Tolerance website.

Before the Show
Theatre Etiquette
The theatre experience is going to be very different this year! Instead
of gathering with hundreds of other students and teachers, you are
going to have your own private viewing of a theatre production.
Let’s remember some house rules for viewing a performance in our
classrooms:
•

Listen and watch quietly so that you and others have a meaningful
theatre experience.

•

Applaud when you like something that happened.

•

Be ready to respond to the performance after you see it.

Create Your Own
What house rules should
our class have to watch
the performance?

After the Show
Reflecting on Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad
Reflection Questions on Harriet Tubman (adapted from the Defenders
of Justice lesson plan on tolerance.org):
•

Can one person make a difference?

•

How did Harriet Tubman defend and promote justice and defend the
humanity of other people?

Reflecting on the Performance:
•

What made this performance an effective piece of theatre in telling
Harriet’s story? Discuss props, costumes, and dialogue.

•

Choose a favorite or impactful scene from the performance. Which
elements made this scene an effective portrayal of Harriet and/or the
Underground Railroad?

•

How does this performance reflect how Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad are viewed in present day America? Why is that
important?

•

What was the purpose for this performance? Why is it important
that this story be told?

Telling Harriet’s Story:
•

Create a written or visual representation of Harriet’s life and the
impact she had on American history and humanity.

Florida Standards
LAFS.3.RI.1.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific
ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that
pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.
LAFS.3.RI.2.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to
locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.
TH.3.C.3.1 Discuss the techniques that help create an effective theatre work.
LAFS.4.RI.1.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in
the text.
LAFS.4.RI.3.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or
speak about the subject knowledgeably.
TH.4.C.3.1 Discuss the techniques that help create an effective theatre work.
LAFS.5.RI.1.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals,
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific
information in the text.
LAFS.5.RI.2.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important
similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.
TH.5.H.2.1 Recognize theatre works as a reflection of societal beliefs and values.
LAFS.6.RI.1.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced,
illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
LAFS.6.RI.3.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a
topic or issue.
LAFS.7.RI.1.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text
(e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or
events).
LAFS.7.RI.2.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how
the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.
LAFS.8.RI.1.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between
individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
LAFS.8.RI.3.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums
(e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
TH.68.C.1.3 Determine the purpose(s), elements, meaning, and value of a theatrical
work based on personal, cultural, or historical standards.
For more information on the Florida Standards visit cpalms.org.

