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Free Virtual Performances for Your Students! 
 We here at the Bill Edwards Foundation for the Arts are striving to engage, educate, and entertain our        
children during this unfortunate pandemic. Over the past 27 years, we have brought quality educational                 
programming to more than half a million students. Although we would rather present a live theater performance,  
we are excited to announce our On Demand Virtual Series available until June 30th, 2021.  
 You can select one or ALL five* in the series.  They will be FREE of charge and available for you and your       
students to watch whenever you want from January 15th through June 30th, 2021.  
           Your pARTner in education, 
           April Minor 
           Curator of Art and Education 
 
 

Reservations are a must to receive the link and unique password for each performance. 
Study guides supporting the Florida standards will be available on-line only. 

*First come first served, limited views for Chicken Dance and The Monster Who Ate My Peas.  
  Unlimited views for Harriet Tubman, The Little Red Hen and Jack and the Beanstalk 

On Demand! 

https://billedwardsfoundationforthearts.org/
http://stpeteclassacts.com/


About the Show 

The Story 

 

 

Text in this guide used with permission from Virginia Repertory Theatre, Richmond, VA. 

The Little Red Hen An American Fable 

 



Building Background 
Genre Study: What is a folk tale? 
 The story of The Little Red Hen is a folk tale. A folk tale is a tale or story passed on from genera-
tion to generation. From ghost stories to fairy tales to animal fables, folk tales are beloved by people 
of all ages in all cultures. 
 There are many different kinds of folk tales, with thousands of regional and cultural variations, 
but they all share a few common characteristics. Let’s look more closely at a few defining traits! 
 
Feature regular people: The word ‘folk’ comes from the German word volk, meaning ‘people.’ As you 
can guess, folk tales are stories about everyday life and the day-to-day issues of people. Sometimes 
the stories involve magical elements, but they usually happen to people just like you! 
 
Are simple: Think about the word ‘folk.’ What image comes to mind? Maybe you think of grandmas 
and grandpas, farm life, and villagers. When we talk about ‘folklore,’ we’re talking about the kind of 
knowledge used by everyday people. These stories were shared among generations as a way of       
presenting everyday life lessons and useful information in an easy-to- understand format. 
 
Are passed down orally: Folk tales are meant to be told out loud! They’re part of an oral tradition, 
coming from a time before writing. Today, we have the option to read folk tales in books because of 
people like the Brothers Grimm! In the 19th century they traveled around Germany to collect folk    
tales that had never been written down, and they turned those tales into storybooks. 
 
Contain a moral: Most folk tales contain a moral, or lesson, that comes at the end of the story. The 
moral teaches a specific value, reminding everyone that good is often rewarded, and bad is punished. 
 
Get the Classroom Ready: 
• Have traditional tale and folk tale book baskets available for students to read during independent 

reading. 
• Encourage students to use digital book resources like MyOn to find and read traditional tales. 
 
Interactive Read Aloud: 
Use a classroom copy of The Little Red Hen to read aloud to students or use this video version from 
Scholastic. 
• Pre-K and VPK: Discuss the characters, setting, and events in the story.  
• Kindergarten: Identify the characters, setting, and events in the story.  Retell the story to a partner. 
• 1st Grade: Describe the characters, setting, and major events in the story. 
• 2nd Grade: Describe how the characters respond to events in the story.  Determine the lesson in 

the story.  

Before the Show 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLzna0Hrsco


Theatre Etiquette 
The theatre experience is going to be very different this year!  Instead 
of gathering with hundreds of other students and teachers, you are    
going to have your own private viewing of a theatre production.   
 

Let’s remember some house rules for viewing a performance in our 
classrooms: 

• Listen and watch quietly so that you and others have a meaningful 
theatre experience. 

• Applaud when you like something that happened. 

• Be ready to respond to the performance after you see it. 

Before the Show 

Create Your Own 
What house rules should 
our class have to watch 

the performance? 



Responding to the Performance 
Pre-K and VPK: 

• Retell the story by acting out the story like the actors in the performance.   

• Identify the things the Little Red Hen saw on the farm: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten: 

• Respond to the performance with drawing and writing: What was your favorite part of 
the performance?  Which character was your favorite?  Draw and write about your 
opinion. 

 

1st Grade: 

• Choose your favorite scene from the performance.  Use drawing and writing to share 
why it was an important part of the story. 

 

2nd Grade: 

• Choose one of the characters from the performance and use drawing and writing to tell 
why that character was an important part of the performance. 

 

After the Show 



Florida Standards 

LAFS.K.RL.1.2 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.  
LAFS.K.RL.1.3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major 
events in a story.  
LAFS.K.W.1.1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion 
pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are writing 
about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite 
book is...).  
TH.K.C.2.1 Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the 
performance.  
LAFS.1.RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of 
their central message or lesson.  
LAFS.1.RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using               
key details.  
LAFS.1.W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book 
they are writing about, state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide 
some sense of closure.  
TH.1.C.1.2 Draw a picture from a favorite story and share with the class why the scene 
was important to the story.  
LAFS.2.RL.1.2 Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
LAFS.2.RL.1.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events                     
and challenges.  
LAFS.2.W.1.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are 
writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 
words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a             
concluding statement or section.  
TH.2.C.1.1 Describe a character in a story and tell why the character is important to    
the story.  
 
 
 
 

For more information about the florida Standards visit cpalms.org. 

https://www.cpalms.org/Public/

